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BCPUD is coordinating with the County on assessing 
and responding to this issue

• The situation is still under “Preliminary Investigation”

• The County does not yet know the source of the potential wastewater contamination

• It will take time to assess this situation, and depending on the findings, the mitigation strategies will 
take time to implement ➔ this will not be resolved in a week! As BCPUD and County learn more we 
will continue to update the community

• BCPUD and County had a meeting this morning (9/18/2024) with the “Regional Board” (California State Water Resource Control 
Board) to discuss this issue and next steps

• The “Regional Board” is the specific State regulatory body that oversees BCPUD’s small wastewater collection and 
treatment system (this is BCPUD’s small sewer system that serves 164 customers that live in the areas of Downtown, the 
Little Mesa or along Terrace Ave. and treats collected wastewater at the Sewer Ponds)

• This same Regional Board also oversees the County of Marin’s oversight of Bolinas septic systems. (The Environmental 
Health Services at the County of Marin issues all permitting associated with construction, repair, replacement, or 
modification of all OWTSs (Onsite Wastewater Treatment Sites/ a.k.a. “septic systems”) in Bolinas.

• Again, we are in the very preliminary stages, and I do not have anything to report from this meeting, except to say that all 
our agencies are actively working on this issue!



Message from the County on 
NextDoor on ~Thursday, September 
12.

https://www.marincounty.org/depts/cd/divisions/environmental
-health-services/wells-and-water-systems

County Resource: Steps to treat a water well can be found on Marin EHS’s 
Well and Water Systems webpage:

General info: https://sonomacounty.ca.gov/health-and-human-services/health-
services/divisions/public-health/environmental-health/programs-and-
services/well-water-quality

State-approved labs: https://sonomacounty.ca.gov/health-and-human-
services/health-services/divisions/public-health/environmental-health/programs-
and-services/well-water-quality/well-water-water-testing

If you have a well, here are some vetted resources for having your water 
quality tested and treating your well:
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Images and videos of the active (and 
remnants) of seepage sites along the bluff



• The County samples ocean water at Bolinas Beach (towards Wharf) 
weekly. You can see those results here:

Ocean and Bay Water Quality Testing Program - Community Development 
Agency - County of Marin (marincounty.org)

• Last week the County collected additionally samples from the ocean at 3 
sites closer to the seepage sites (at the base of Canyon Road –through the 
base of Overlook. Those results came back negative (i.e. these results 
indicate that water is safe). 

• However, the Beach Closure remains in effect until further notice 

https://www.marincounty.org/depts/cd/divisions/environmental-health-services/beach-monitoring
https://www.marincounty.org/depts/cd/divisions/environmental-health-services/beach-monitoring
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